
Reimbursement update 

2023 update for subcutaneous cardiac rhythm monitor procedures 

What’s new? 
Effective January 1, 2023 there are changes to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS), 
Ambulatory Surgical (ASC) Payment System & Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS) 
impacting payment for subcutaneous cardiac rhythm monitor (SCRM) procedures – such as LINQ II™ 
Insertable Cardiac Monitor (ICM) – in the hospital outpatient, physician office, and ambulatory surgery 
center (ASC) settings. 

The Final Rule released by CMS in November 2022 included a 9.1% payment cut for the insertion of 
SCRMs in the physician office. Most of this decrease reflects the second of four planned annual 
practice expense relative value unit (RVU) reductions initiated in CY2022. Cumulatively, these cuts will 
result in an ~20% reduction from the 2021 MPFS rates. 

In December 2022, Congress passed an Omnibus Appropriations bill which reduced the 
previously expected conversion factor reduction from -4.5% to -2.1% for calendar year 2023. 
This document incorporates the latest changes.   

Contact 
For additional information, contact the Medtronic Reimbursement Customer Support team by 
phone at 866-877-4102 or by email at: rs.healthcareeconomics@medtronic.com 

Disclaimer: 
Medtronic provides Medtronic provides this information for your convenience only. It does not constitute legal advice or a 
recommendation regarding clinical practice. Information provided is gathered from third-party sources and is subject to change 
without notice due to frequently changing laws, rules and regulations. The provider has the responsibility to determine medical 
necessity and to submit appropriate codes and charges for care provided. Medtronic makes no guarantee that the use of this 
information will prevent differences of opinion or disputes with Medicare or other payers as to the correct form of billing or the 
amount that will be paid to providers of service. Please contact your Medicare contractor, other payers, reimbursement specialists 
and/or legal counsel for interpretation of coding, coverage and payment policies. This document provides assistance for FDA 
approved or cleared indications. Where reimbursement is sought for use of a product that may be inconsistent with, or not expressly 
specified in, the FDA cleared or approved labeling (e.g., instructions for use, operator’s manual or package insert), consult with your 
billing advisors or payers on handling such billing issues. Some payers may have policies that make it inappropriate to submit claims 
for such items or related service. 

CPT codes and descriptions only are copyright ©2022 American Medical Association. All rights reserved. No fee schedules are 
included in CPT. The American Medical Association assumes no liability for data contained or not contained herein.   
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Summary of the changes 
Medicare physician payment rates are decreasing due largely to Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) 
calculations mandated by legislation. 

• SCRM insertions in the hospital and ASC settings:
Physician payment rates will decrease by 1.7% compared to 2022, in line with overall CMS physician fee 
schedule decreases. Facility payments (which include device cost reimbursement) are paid separately. See Q5 
below for more information on facility payment rates. 

• SCRM insertions performed in the office setting:
Physician payment rates (which includes device cost reimbursement) will decrease by 6.8% compared to 2022, 
resulting from changes in clinical labor inputs used to calculate the relative value units for practice expense and 
a 2.1% conversion factor reduction. Procedures with high supply and equipment costs (such as SCRM in-office 
insertions) are more impacted by the CMS payment changes.  

CPT® 
code 

Description 

National unadjusted* physician payments 
in office (non-facility)1 

National unadjusted* physician payments 
in hospital (facility) or ASC1 

2022 2023 $ 
change 

% 
change 2022 2023 $ 

change 
% 

change 

33285 

Insertion 
subcutaneous 
cardiac rhythm 
monitor 

$4,745 $4,421 ($324) -6.8% $89 $88 ($1) -1.7%

33286 

Removal 
subcutaneous 
cardiac rhythm 
monitor 

$138 $134 ($4) -3.3% $88 $86 ($2) -2.1%

Note: For a full description of the CPT® codes, please reference the AMA guidelines. 

*Unadjusted rates do not include sequestration or any other local payment adjustments.
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Frequently asked questions 

Q1: When is a SCRM procedure reimbursed with ‘in-office’ physician payment rates? 
Physician payment rates are determined by a variety of factors including place of service (POS). Only SCRM insertion 
procedures that bill using POS 11 are considered ‘in-office’ procedures. Procedures performed in provider-based 
clinics are not eligible for in-office physician payment rates.  

Q2: Are these physician payment changes specific to SCRM procedures? 
No. All procedure reimbursement rates are affected as a result of CMS updates to clinical labor inputs used to 
calculate the practice expense relative value units for MPFS services, updated for the first time in 20 years.  

Q3: Why are in-office SCRM procedure payments more significantly impacted compared to other places of service? 
The CMS updates primarily impact procedures with high supply and equipment costs (such as in-office SCRM 
procedures) due to mechanisms built into the CMS physician fee schedule ensuring budget neutrality.   

Q4: What do these changes mean for patients with private insurance? 
Physician payment rates for patients with private insurance are contractual and may or may not be affected by these 
changes.  

Q5: These 2022 to 2023 payment rate changes look different than information I received prior to December. Why is that? 
Any estimations of Medicare physician payment rates prior to the Omnibus Appropriations spending bill (signed into 
law December 29, 2021) are outdated. 

Medtronic Regional Economic Managers are available to ensure you have the most accurate information. 

Q6: Are there any changes to facility payments for SCRM procedures in 2023?  

Yes. SCRM insertion and removal payments are changing for procedures performed in the outpatient hospital & ASC 
settings as shown in the table below. 

Procedure 

National unadjusted* facility payments in 
outpatient hospital (APC)2 

National unadjusted* facility payments in 
ASC (CPT®)3 

2022 2023 
$ 

change 
% 

change 2022 2023 
$ 

change 
% 

change 

SCRM insertion  
(APC 5222, CPT® 33285) 

$8,332 $8,163 ($169) -2.0% $7,201 $7,047 ($154) -2.0%

SCRM removal  
(APC 5071, CPT® 33286) 

$636 $649 $13 +2.1% $322 $338 $16 4.8% 

*Unadjusted rates do not include sequestration or any other local payment adjustments.

SCRM insertion and removals performed in the inpatient hospital setting: the annual update for facility payment rates 
became effective on October 1, 2022. See 2023 Medicare Hospital Inpatient Changes for more information. 

https://www.medtronic.com/content/dam/medtronic-com/us-en/hcp/reimbursement/documents/FY2022_Medicare_IPPS_Updates_and_Changes_v2_MAJ-60665.pdf?bypassIM=true
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