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The purpose of this document is to provide high-level coding guidance that can be referenced when billing
superficial venous interventions and other associated procedures, specifically related to the associated
diagnoses. For all coding questions related to this document, and other Cardiovascular-related therapies,
please see contact our hotline, via email or text, details available here: www.medtronic.com/cvreimbursement.

ICD-10-CM Diagnosis Codes for Varicose Veins

Each of the Medicare Administrative Contractors has a published Billing and Coding article to accompany
their LCD which addresses superficial venous interventions. In these articles, you'll find a list of the ICD-10-
CM codes that they deem to be medically necessary for treatment, providing a very useful reference. There
are many published private payer policies that also list the ICD-10-CM codes that they deem to be
medically necessary for treatment. Common codes are displayed on page 3.

Overall Guidance
e Allthe codes for varicose veins of the lower extremities are in category 183, Varicose veins of lower
extremities.

e Codes are then differentiated by the presence of any related conditions, specifically ulcer,
inflammation, pain, and other complications.

e Codes are also differentiated by anatomic site. Avoid codes defined for “unspecified lower
extremity” or “unspecified site” whenever possible and obtain further detail.

e Chronic venous insufficiency (187.2)* and chronic venous hypertension (187.3--) can occur with or
without varicose veins. When these conditions are present with varicose veins, only the varicose
veins are coded.

0 Venous stasis eczema with varicose veins is coded to varicose veins with inflammation.

0 Venous stasis ulcer with varicose veins is coded to varicose veins with ulcer unless the
physician documents another cause of the ulcer.

o Chronic venous hypertension can involve ulcer and inflammation but is coded to varicose
veins when present.

*some payers are no longer accepting 187.2 as a diagnosis code for covered procedures.

Varicose Veins with Inflammation (183.1-)

e Venous inflammation, also called phlebitis, has multiple causes and can occur with or without
varicose veins.

e Venous inflammation has its own codes but when associated with varicose veins, it is coded to 183.11
(right lower extremity) or 183.12 (left lower extremity). There is no code for bilateral extremities.
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Varicose Veins with Ulcer (183.0--)

e There are 21 codes for varicose veins with ulcer.

e Codes are assigned depending on which leg is involved & the specific anatomic site on the leg
where the ulcer is located.

e All codesin 183.0-- should be accompanied by an additional code to identify the severity of the ulcer
(L97.--).

e Codes for varicose veins with ulcer are sequenced first followed by the code for ulcer severity.

e When an ulcer of the lower extremity is present with varicose veins, ICD-10-CM assumes the varicose
veins caused the ulcer unless the physician documents otherwise.

Varicose Veins with Ulcer and Inflammation (183.2--)

e There are 21 combination codes for varicose veins with both ulcer and inflammation (phlebitis).
e All codesin 183.2-- should be accompanied by an additional code to identify the severity of the ulcer
(L97.--).

e Codes for varicose vein with ulcer and inflammation are sequenced first followed by the code for
ulcer severity.

Severity of Ulcer (L97.---)

e There are 168 codes for severity of ulcer.

e Codes are divided by the location of the ulcer (which leg and the specific anatomic site) and degree
of tissue involved.

¢ Only a physician or non-physician practitioner (NP, PA) can make the diagnosis of varicose vein with
ulcer. However, the severity of the ulcer can be coded when documented by a nurse or wound care
specialist.

e Healing ulcers can be coded but ulcers that are healed at the time of admission cannot.

e Intheinpatient setting, if an ulcer progresses from one severity level to a higher level during the
stay, two codes are assigned: one for the severity level on admission and one for the highest severity
level during the stay.

e Inthe outpatient setting, the severity code is assigned to the highest degree of certainty for the
encounter.

Varicose Veins with Pain (183.81-)

e There are 4 codes for varicose veins with pain (183.811, 183.812,183.813 and 183.819).
e Painisanimportant symptom and can mark the distinction between “routine” varicose veins and
varicose veins with complications.

Varicose Veins with Other Complications (183.89-)

e There are 4 codes for varicose veins with other complications (183.891, 183.892, 183.893 and 183.899).
e "Other” complications include: bleeding, edema, swelling, and rupture.

Asymptomatic Varicose Veins (183.9-)

e There are 4 codes for asymptomatic varicose veins.

e Code 183.90 is the default for “varicose veins” with no further description.

e Before assigning the asymptomatic codes in 183.9-, check for any complications, e.g., pain, bleeding,
edema, swelling, which use different codes.

e Avoid codes defined for “unspecified lower extremity” whenever possible and obtain further detail.
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ICD-10-CM Description

ICD-10-CM Description

183.001 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer of thigh 183.211 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of
thigh and inflammation
183.002 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer of calf 183.212 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of calf
and inflammation
183.003 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer of ankle 183.213 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of
ankle and inflammation
183.004 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer of heel and 183.214 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of
midfoot heel and midfoot and inflammation
183.005 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer other part of | 183.215 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer other
foot part of foot and inflammation
183.008 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer other part of | 183.218 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of
lower leg other part of lower extremity and inflammation
183.009 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with ulcer of 183.219 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with both ulcer of
unspecified site unspecified site and inflammation
183.011 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer of thigh 183.221 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of thigh
and inflammation
183.012 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer of calf 183.222 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of calf
and inflammation
183.013 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer of ankle 183.223 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of ankle
and inflammation
183.014 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer of heel and midfoot | 183.224 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of heel
and midfoot and inflammation
183.015 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer other part of foot 183.225 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer other
part of foot and inflammation
183.018 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer other part of lower 183.228 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of other
leg part of lower extremity and inflammation
183.019 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with ulcer of unspecified site 183.229 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with both ulcer of
unspecified site and inflammation
183.021 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer of thigh 183.811 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with pain
183.022 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer of calf 183.812 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with pain
183.023 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer of ankle 183.813 | Varicose veins of bilateral lower extremities with pain
183.024 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer of heel and midfoot 183.819 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with pain
183.025 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer other part of foot 183.891 | Varicose veins of right lower extremity with other
complications
183.028 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer other part of lower 183.892 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with other
leg complications
183.029 | Varicose veins of left lower extremity with ulcer of unspecified site 183.893 | Varicose veins of bilateral lower extremities with other
complications
183.10 Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with inflammation 183.899 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with other
complications
183.11 Varicose veins of right lower extremity with inflammation 183.90 Asymptomatic varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity
183.12 Varicose veins of left lower extremity with inflammation 183.91 Asymptomatic varicose veins of right lower extremity
183.201 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with both ulcer of 183.92 Asymptomatic varicose veins of left lower extremity
thigh and inflammation
183.202 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with both ulcer of calf 183.93 Asymptomatic varicose veins of bilateral lower extremities
and inflammation
183.203 | Varicose veins of unspecified lower extremity with both ulcer of

ankle and inflammation
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Cardiovascular coding, coverage, and reimbursement resources are available online at
www.medtronic.com/cvreimbursement. For questions or more information, contact Medtronic Vascular
Health Economics, Policy & Payment at (866) 260-3987 or

rs.cardiovascularhealtheconomics@medtronic.com

Citations

e ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Coding Handbook 2024 (with answers), p.300 and p.302 (assuming a causal
relationship)

e ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting FY 2024, 1.B.14 (documentation on stage of ulcer)

e ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting FY 2024, 1.C.12.b (healed vs healing ulcer, progression
of ulcer severity level)

¢ AHA Coding Clinic for ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS, Issue 2 2020 (outpatient level of ulcer severity)
Disclaimer

Medtronic provides this information for your convenience only. It does not constitute legal advice or a recommendation
regarding clinical practice. Information provided is gathered from third-party sources and is subject to change without
notice due to frequently changing laws, rules, and regulations. As a result, Medtronic does not represent or guarantee
that this information is complete, accurate, or applicable to any particular patient or third-party payer or guarantees
payment. The provider has the responsibility to determine medical necessity and to submit appropriate documentation,
codes and charges for care provided. Medtronic makes no guarantee that the use of this information will prevent
differences of opinion or disputes with Medicare or other payers as to the correct form of billing or the amount that will
be paid to providers of service. Please contact your Medicare contractor, other payers, reimbursement specialists and/or
legal counsel for interpretation of coding, coverage and payment policies and any applicable laws or regulations that
may apply. This document provides assistance for FDA approved or cleared indications. Where reimbursement is sought
for use of a product that may be inconsistent with, or not expressly specified in, the FDA cleared or approved labeling
(e.g., instructions for use, operator's manual or package insert), consult with your billing advisors or payers on handling
such billing issues. Some payers may have policies that make it inappropriate to submit claims for such items or related
service. For more information, contact the Cardiovascular Health Economics, Policy & Reimbursement Team.
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